Matthew 28:16-20

*Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed
them. 7When they saw him, they worshiped him, but they doubted. "® And Jesus came and
said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. ' Go therefore and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit 22and teaching them to obey everything that | have commanded you. And
remember, | am with you always, to the end of the age.”l*!

Acts 1:1-11

1 In the first book, Theophilus, | wrote about all that Jesus began to do and teach 2until the
day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the
apostles whom he had chosen. 3 After his suffering?® he presented himself alive to them by
many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the
kingdom of God. *While staying® with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem but to
wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from

me; 5for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with(®! the Holy Spirit not many
days from now.”

6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will
restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods
that the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy
Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” °When he had said this, as they were watching, he
was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. "*While he was going and they were
gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. " They said,
“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2028%3A16-20%3B%20Acts%201%3A1-11%3B%20Acts%208%3A4-8%2C%2026-40%3B%20Acts%2017%3A16-34%20%20&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-24213a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2028%3A16-20%3B%20Acts%201%3A1-11%3B%20Acts%208%3A4-8%2C%2026-40%3B%20Acts%2017%3A16-34%20%20&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-26916a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2028%3A16-20%3B%20Acts%201%3A1-11%3B%20Acts%208%3A4-8%2C%2026-40%3B%20Acts%2017%3A16-34%20%20&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-26917b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2028%3A16-20%3B%20Acts%201%3A1-11%3B%20Acts%208%3A4-8%2C%2026-40%3B%20Acts%2017%3A16-34%20%20&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-26918c

Acts 8:4-8

“*Now those who were scattered went from place to place proclaiming the word. ®Philip
went down to the city®™ of Samaria and proclaimed the Messiah!®! to them. ¢ The crowds
with one accord listened eagerly to what was said by Philip, hearing and seeing the signs
that he did, ”for unclean spirits, crying with loud shrieks, came out of many who were
possessed, and many others who were paralyzed or lame were cured. 8So there was great
joy in that city.

Acts 8:26-40

26Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south® to the road that
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) ? So he got up and went.
Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, the queen of the
Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 2 and
was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 2Then the
Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” **So Philip ran up to it and heard
him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 3'He
replied, “How can |, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit
beside him. *2Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this:

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,
and like a lamb silent before its shearer,
so he does not open his mouth.
33|n his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.”

34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may | ask you, does the prophet say this, about
himself or about someone else?” **Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this
scripture he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. % As they were going along the
road, they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to
prevent me from being baptized?”"! 38 He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of
them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip!“! baptized him. *When
they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw
him no more and went on his way rejoicing. “°But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he
was passing through the region he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came
to Caesarea.
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Acts 17:16-34

®While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was deeply distressed to see that the city
was full of idols. '7So he argued in the synagogue with the Jews and the devout persons and
also in the marketplacel® every day with those who happened to be there. '® Also some
Epicurean and Stoic philosophers debated with him. Some said, “What does this
pretentious babbler want to say?” Others said, “He seems to be a proclaimer of foreign
divinities.” (This was because he was telling the good news about Jesus and the
resurrection.) ' So they took him and brought him to the Areopagus and asked him, “May
we know what this new teaching is that you are presenting? #° It sounds rather strange to us,
so we would like to know what it means.” 2 Now all the Athenians and the foreigners living
there would spend their time in nothing but telling or hearing something new.

2Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, | see how extremely
spiritual you are in every way. 2 For as | went through the city and looked carefully at the
objects of your worship, | found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown
god. What therefore you worship as unknown, this | proclaim to you. 2#The God who made
the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines
made by human hands, ®nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything,
since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. 26 From one ancestor he
made all peoples to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence
and the boundaries of the places where they would live, 7 so that they would search for
God! and perhaps fumble about for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from
each one of us. 2For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your
own poets have said,

‘For we, too, are his offspring.

2 “Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold or silver or
stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 3®*While God has overlooked
the times of human ighorance, now he commands all people everywhere to

repent, ¥ because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in
righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all
by raising him from the dead.”

32\WWhen they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some scoffed, but others said, “We will
hear you again about this.” 3 At that point Paul left them. 3 But some of them joined him
and became believers, including Dionysius the Areopagite and a woman named Damaris
and others with them.
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